

















It started with a death. A death, that through an arduous path, lead
to a regeneration of my life. When | was six, | lost my father to an
aneurism. | did not know how his death would affect me in the
future until | began experiencing life’s unfairness.

Growing up under the care of my mother, life was a normal ride.

When sophomore year of high school showed its face, | started

feeding my invincibleness and challenging the law. This lead me to
multiple encounters with the judge, placing me in juvenile detention multiple times, which later
sprouted to me landing in county jail. My life was a mess and needed to turn around
completely.

Through county jail, where | had the time to sit and quiet the chaos in my mind, | discovered a
wound that never healed - the death of my father. | didn’t know how it was going to heal, but |
knew jail and my reckless behavior would not provide the balm for my pain or the success to
my future goals. Being able to identify the root of my rebellious nature was the first step in not
only the healing process, but in my growth, maturation, and transformation.

With a renewed mindset after jail, | set out building myself bottom up. | began the process of
establishing a work ethic. Through 6 years, remodeling apartment complexes, working
maintenance, and sustaining a scaffold business molded and shaped my personality as well as
redefined my path in life. | saw the best and worst of people and developed a passion in
communicating to both the extremes. This sparked an interest for public relations within me as
| developed an appreciation and appetite for knowing more about the strategic communication
process public relations consists of. This became the fuel to my motivation in pursuing higher
education and establishing a better life for me.

Through my journey | developed a deep appreciation for those willing to help you out and run
every mile with you, no matter what path it is run on and that was greatly exemplified by my
mother who never gave up on me. Big Bend Community College has played a key role in my
transformation. The college is more than taking classes and earning a transfer degree. | have
also been totally engaged in campus life. | have served as a Peer Advocate Coach, belong to Phi
Theta Kappa, TRIO and MECHA and am actively engaged in mentoring new students. | have
presented at conferences and provided workshops on diversity for students, staff and faculty at
Big Bend. The college has provided me the education and support to transform my life from a
downward spiral to a successful pathway.



















































As a former student of Big Bend Community College, |
have to appreciate all the dedication Terry Kinzel put
into convincing board members and other people to
bring distance learning to Mattawa back in 2007. I live
in a rural community where college is an hour and half
away, but had hopes that one day I would be able to
return to school. I am the oldest child of migrant
farmworkers who struggled to find work in rural
Mattawa. I had my first child before graduating from High School and struggled mightily to find
a job outside of the fields to support my family. My first job that was not field work was an
entry level position for the Big Bend Community College Even Start program. I could barely
answer the telephone I was so shy and afraid. The staff at Even Start encouraged and supported
me to seek more education. When the time came that there would be Interactive TV classes, |
was the first one to register. I remember being nervous going back to school because I was an
average student who didn’t earn good grades. I always felt that school was not for me. As time
went by, and I started to take an English course, I was lucky to have the best tutors to help me. In
my workplace, I was able to get face to face help in addition to online tutors from Big Bend.
Although I did all my courses online, I have to say that I took responsibility in completing my
assignment on time and had good communication with the professors. Big Bend gave me a lot of
information for opportunities to apply for scholarships and I was able to check out books for
classes that I was taking.

Big Bend changed my life because after completing my required courses [ was able to
transfer to a university where I received help from Big Bend staff that guided me through the
process. I will always be thankful to Terry because she was my guardian angel inspiring me to
pursue something that I thought I would never do. Now, I have my Bachelor’s degree in Early
Childhood Studies, a great job with Inspire and a secure future. I have learned that education is
an investment for a better life. There were many times when I wanted to drop out of college, but
I needed to set an example for my kids. Now, my kids are more eager to attend school and
become something in life. It took me 6 years to finish my AA and BA degree all online while
raising 3 children and working full time.

I hope to set an example to other students who are about to start a new path or who are
already in college and are about to call it a quits. I encourage others in my community and at my
workplace to continue a pathway in higher education. Thank you for the opportunity of being a
Big Bend student.























