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COURSE DESCRIPTION (as it will appear in the catalog)
This course will provide an introduction to the classical philosophical schools of India. It will discuss the
problems and methods of these schools and their relationships with some of the major schools of Western
Philosophy.
PREREQUISITES
None
TEXTBOOK GUIDELINES
Appropriate college level text(s) as chosen by instructor
COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES
Upon successful completion of the course, students should be able to demonstrate the following knowledge or
skills:
1. Discuss the basic concepts underlying the different schools of Indian thought.
2. Be able to analyze a philosophical problem from the perspective of another culture.
3. Be able to compare the fundamental principles of Indian thought with the corresponding concepts in
Western Philosophy.
INSTITUTIONAL OUTCOMES
IO1 Communication: Students will be able to communicate clearly and effectively.
COURSE CONTENT OUTLINE
This course is divided into three parts:
1.
Introduction to the philosophy of the Vedas and Upanisads.
2.
An introduction to the major schools of classical Indian Philosophy:
a.
Caravaka
b.
Samkhya-Yoga
c.
Nyaya-Vaisesika
d.
Mimamsa-Vedanta

e.
3.

Buddhism (this might include a short excursion of Buddhism in China and Japan depending
on available time.)
A study of a major religious-philosophical text: The Bhagavad Gita.

DEPARTMENTAL GUIDELINES (optional)
A writing component and a minimum of two exams over the material is required. Other grading instruments
will be based on a number of different assessment tools selected by the instructor and designed to meet the
needs of the coursework. This may include short essays, quizzes, in-class discussion, attendance, research
paper on a major philosopher, philosophical issue or movement, etc.
PO5 should be assessed: Students will be able to solve problems by gathering, interpreting, combining and/or
applying information from multiple sources.
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